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This evening’s aims:

• Give some clear strategies for supporting your child with effective revision

• Give advice about health and well-being of young people during what can be 
a stressful period

• Give some specific advice about preparation for English, mathematics and 
sciences
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To get you thinking…

• How has online activity changed since we started running this evening for 
Y11 parents?

• What’s the most popular online activity among children?
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So, how long should 
Year 11 students be 
spending revising?
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A rough guide…

Most students are taking exams in 8-9 subjects

Most subjects will have at least 10 topics that need to be revised

Each topic could take at least 2 hours to revise well…
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How much at a time?

3 parts revision

to 

1 part break

For most students this will be:

30 minutes revision 

+ 

10 minutes break
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The reality

…which means that

before the real GCSE

exams, most students

will need to find time for

around 200 hours of 
revision
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Do any of the following sound familiar?

“It’s too early to 
start revising”

“I haven’t got my 
books from school so 

can’t work on 
revision”

“I need to sort my 
room so I can 
concentrate”

“I should focus on XXX 
subject rather than 

wasting time on one I 
know I’m not going to 

do well in”

“I’m organising 
my notes”

What response would you 
give to these statements?
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What will effective revision in your household look and sound like?
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Memory performance over time

Time

After 10 
minutes

After 1 
day

After 2 
days

After 3 
days
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Which do you think were found to have 
higher – moderate – lower effectiveness?

Distributed practice (short sessions)
Elaborative interrogation
Self – explanation
Regular practice testing
Interleaved practice
Summarising
Highlighting
Mnemonics
Regular practice testing
Imagery to represent text
Re-reading

Dunlowsky et al (2013) studied 10 strategies 
used by students to revise and prepare for 
examinations.
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Effective revision strategies – 
what the research says

• Higher effectiveness
• Regular practice testing

• Distributed practice (short sessions)

• Moderate effectiveness
• Elaborative interrogation (turning facts to be learned into why-questions and 

then answering them)

• Self – explanation (explaining to yourself what you are doing and thinking)

• Interleaved practice

• Lower effectiveness
• Summarising

• Highlighting

• Mnemonics

• Imagery to represent text

• Re-reading

A blend of these techniques is most 
effective

A recent study shows music did not 
improve learning;
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What has the lowest impact?

1)Unstructured revision:

revision needs to be planned, with a realistic goal for each session

2)Reading:

unless you go over everything again and again, which is time-consuming

3)Highlighting/underlining:

although useful when done well, it is often done poorly
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What this could look like

3 months  2 months  1 month  1 week  Exam
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What this could look like
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Revision Timetable
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Making revision timetables effective

• Remember English and Science count as two GCSEs (or three in the case of 
separate sciences) so twice as much time should be spent on them. 

• Always leave a buffer slot which can be used if your plans change. 

• Find out what you need to know for each subject 

• Start with your weakest areas 

• Either allocate a topic or area to each revision session or make a list of what 
needs to be done and tick it off as you go 

• Don’t waste time deciding what to do – be ready to start revising! 

• Don’t let the timetable add to the stress! Use it as a guide to help you manage 
your time
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GCSEPod
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Seneca
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Examinations and stress

We need to distinguish between:

• A – Eustress (positive and motivational)

• B – Distress (damaging to health and relationships)
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Recognising stress

• These are high stakes examinations and your child will probably be 
feeling under pressure;

• This pressure is likely to grow between now and May;

• You might see some of the following behaviour signs:
• Increased moodiness and irritability;

• Increasingly argumentative;

• Disrupted sleep patterns;

• Becoming withdrawn;

• Complaining of stomach aches and headaches;

• Making negative statements about him or herself.
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How to manage this

• Listen and try to be available;

• Offer reassurance – these examinations will not last for ever;

• Try not to lose your temper;

• Encourage your child to use problem – focused strategies, by being well 
planned and developing feelings of control;

• Encourage your child to use emotion – focused strategies by taking planned 
breaks and arranging some positive distractions.



Developing confident, respectful and successful young people

‘Study in’

We believe firmly that the right place for students to prepare for exams is under 
the care and guidance of their teachers.

We can only guarantee support from subject specialists and monitoring of 
welfare by pastoral teams if students spend time with us during the exam 
season.

In recent years we have seen large improvements in performance in exams 
which occur late in the season.  This has happened as a direct result of the 
additional support students have received.
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What’s happening in summer 2024?

• Unlike GCSEs in 2022 and 2021, when only certain elements of subjects were 
included, this year, like 2023, exams will include the full subject content for all papers

• The gaps between exam papers have been reduced, and the longer gaps used in the 
2023 exam series do not appear on the 2024 GCSE exam timetable

• With GCSE exams in 2024 being conducted in the same way as before the pandemic, 
Ofqual has said that grading this year will be “normal” and that “now we’re back to 
normal”

• Additional formulae and equation sheets will be provided in physics, combined 
science (physics) and maths exams
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End of year arrangements

• Exams should conclude by 19th June

• BUT 26th June is an exam contingency day

• Yr11 prom is on 19th June

• Results: 22nd August
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Supporting Success 
in Maths

2024
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Revision in mathematics
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Maths

Number
Ratio and 

Proportion
Algebra Geometry

Statistics and 
Probability

Paper 1
Non-Calculator

Paper 2
Calculator

Paper 3
Calculator

Exam board is Edexcel.

Vast majority of students know now if they are sitting 
Higher/Foundation in the summer; possibly a few changes 
after mocks.

Course Information
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MathsChanges to 2024? Paper 1: Thursday 16th May 
Paper 2: Monday 3rd June
Paper 3: Monday 10th June
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Revision Strategy for Maths

Diagnose

Therapy

Test

Work out what they are good 
at/what they are not yet good 
at!

Practice the things they are 
not yet good at: watch a 
video and then DO LOTS OF 
QUESTIONS.

Mark the work!
If they are getting 
it right – pick out 
a new topic.
If they are making 
lots of mistakes, 
don’t move on 
and seek 
additional help. 
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Blue Book Work

• All students have been given a blue book in 
addition to their (orange) classwork book.

• Contains all mock exam feedback instructions

• ALL revision/independent work should be 
happening in here: which makes it an easy place 
for us all to see how much they are doing!
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Feedback SheetsFeedback Sheets
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Worked Solution Videos
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Corbett Maths
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Corbett Maths
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Corbett Maths
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Low Stakes Assessments

• We know that students benefit from exam practice and expert 
modelling of questions.

• We are writing bespoke assessments which take place fortnightly (on 
Monday/Tuesdays) – based on areas of weakness identified from 
mock exams/teacher feedback etc.

• You can support by asking your son/daughter how the assessment 
went and talking to them about their revision. Topics to revise are 
always shared in advance via Bromcom.



Developing confident, respectful and successful young people

Maths Genie

www.mathsgenie.co.uk 

http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
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Maths Genie
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Past Papers?

• Past papers are important – but they should only be part of your child’s 
revision! Targeted topic work in combination with past papers has been 
shown to improve outcomes than past papers alone.

• Students should only be completing past papers if they are also MARKING 
THEIR WORK: we don’t want them practising the wrong things.

• We will be giving students two papers to complete over half-term: one 
calculator and one non-calculator! Student friendly mark schemes will be 
shared via Bromcom – please make sure these are completed. 
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Maths E𝑥tra
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How can you support?

• Talk to them about their Maths – positively!

• Make sure they are bringing their equipment to school each day – they NEED 
to have their own scientific calculator (Casio FX-83GTCW is current model).

• Keep an eye on the maths work they are doing; if it looks like lots of ‘note-
taking’, encourage them to do more questions. 

• If they are stuck? Help if possible – watching the videos and pausing together 
is excellent! If not – direct them to speaking to their teacher/attending Maths 
Extra. 
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Final thoughts….

The best way to get better 
at Maths is by doing lots 

of Maths!
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Supporting Success 
in English

2024
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Exam Board: AQA

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-
language-8700 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
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Exam Board: AQA

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-
8702 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
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• Diagnose (Identify topics to 
  improve)

• Therapy (learn how to get better)

• Assess (find out if you have 
  improved)

Three steps to success:
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PLCS

• Diagnose (Identify topics to 
  improve)

• Therapy (learn how to get                   
  better)

• Assess (find out if you have 
  improved)
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Top Tips

• Attention Span

• Empathy

• Diverse thought
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https://continuityoak.org.uk/lessons

https://continuityoak.org.uk/lessons
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Massolit has lots of lectures that you can listen to and improve your 
understanding of the texts.

Google Massolit and go to the sign in page

https://www.massolit.io/users/sign_in

https://www.massolit.io/users/sign_in
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The internet is useful!

AQA our (exam board) here you will find exam materials to practise with

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/assessment-resources 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/specification-at-a-glance

YouTube 

www.youtube.com 

Just type in what you want to practise and you will find lots of options available to you.

Mr Bruff

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w

Massolit

https://www.massolit.io

BBC Bitesize GCSE English Language 

www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zr9d7ty

Revision platforms

https://www.senecalearning.com

Education Quizzes 

www.educationquizzes.com/gcse/english

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/specification-at-a-glance
http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w
https://www.massolit.io/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zr9d7ty
https://www.senecalearning.com/
http://www.educationquizzes.com/gcse/english
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English on Wednesday

This takes place in L04 from 3.05pm.  

Each week, we will focus on a different aspect of the exam paper.  The details of 
each session is on the door so students can plan which sessions to attend.
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Final thoughts….

The best way to get 
better at English is by 
reading and practising 

writing answers!
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Supporting Success 
in Science

2024
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Science Content

The units listed above match those in AQA specific revision guides. 

Paper 1 Paper 2

B
io

Unit 1 – cell biology
Unit 2 – organisation
Unit 3 – infection & response
Unit 4 – bioenergetics

Unit 5 – homeostasis & response
Unit 6 – inheritance, variation & evolution
Unit 7 – ecology

C
h

em

Unit 1 – atomic structure & the periodic table
Unit 2 – bonding, structure & properties of matter
Unit 3 – quantitative chemistry
Unit 4 – chemical changes
Unit 5 – energy changes

Unit 6 – the rate & extent of chemical change
Unit 7 – organic chemistry
Unit 8 – chemical analysis
Unit 9 – chemistry of the atmosphere
Unit 10 – using resources

P
h

ys

Unit 1 – energy
Unit 2 – electricity
Unit 3 – particle model of matter
Unit 4 – atomic structure

Unit 5 – forces
Unit 6 – waves
Unit 7 – magnetism & electromagnetism
Unit 8 – space physics – separate only

March Internal Exams 
= Paper2
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The Plan

Most of the content will be finished prior 
to the next internal exams. 

Biology paper 1 – 10th May 
Chemistry paper 1 – 17th May 
Physics paper 1 – 22nd May

May Half Term 

Biology paper 2 -  7th June
Chemistry paper 2 – 11th June
Physics paper 2 – 14th June 

How many science lessons 
before the first science exam?

55 lessons
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How to revise for the 
upcoming mocks

The following document has 
been put onto bromcom for all 
students and emailed to parents 
and carers
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PLCs – Personal Learning Checklists

By the end of the year you will have 2 PLCs. Use these to direct your revision. 

You can click on the QR 
codes to access exam 
questions and the mark 
schemes. 
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Additional information prior to the exams

• Pupils will be given all equations for your physics exams. (Not chemistry or 
biology)



Developing confident, respectful and successful young people

Tassomai

Tassomai is most effective when used 
frequently (3-4 times a week for 10-15 
minutes). 

Students should complete their daily goal.

You can view usage and achievement by 
clicking the data tab.  
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Tassomai – why is it helpful? 

• Quiz is personal to pupils and programmed to visit their areas of weakness

• Teachers 
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CGP Revision Resources
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Required Practical Revision

All of the above are included in the how to revise document
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Required Practical Work

One of the best ways to revise 
required practicals is to watch 
the videos on youtube walking 
you through them and then to 
complete exam questions from 
your PLC
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Maths in Science

Around 20% of the exam will link 
directly to mathematics.

This will include using formulae, 
calculating means, using standard 
form, interpreting data from graphs 
and tables…

It is important that students take a 
calculator to all of their science 
exams.
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Testing

All current specification papers will be given to 
students for their internal exams or during 
revision.

Additional old specification, but still relevant, 
questions can be found by searching online. A 
good website for this is ‘physics and maths 
tutor’; there is a link in the supporting success 
booklet.
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Science Revision

• Science revision sessions will start after mocks in term 5 

• 3 sessions a week Tue-Thur 

• Each session will be on a specific unit or required practical
• Students and parents/carers will be informed of the content of sessions each week 

• Students can pick and choose what they need to attend (using their PLC!)
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Walking Talking Mocks

Finally, prior to the summer exams we will utilise walking talking mocks. 

These papers are a time to hone exam technique and cover key concepts.
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Michael Jordan on resilience…….

“I've missed more than 
9000 shots in my career. 
I've lost almost 300 
games. 26 times, I've 
been trusted to take the 
game winning shot and 
missed. I've failed over 
and over and over again 
in my life.”

“And that is why I succeed”


	Slide 1: Supporting Success  in Year 11
	Slide 2: This evening’s aims:
	Slide 3: To get you thinking…
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: A rough guide…
	Slide 7: How much at a time?
	Slide 8: The reality
	Slide 9: Do any of the following sound familiar?
	Slide 10: What will effective revision in your household look and sound like?
	Slide 11: Memory performance over time
	Slide 12: Which do you think were found to have  higher – moderate – lower effectiveness?
	Slide 13: Effective revision strategies –  what the research says
	Slide 14: What has the lowest impact?
	Slide 15: What this could look like
	Slide 16: What this could look like
	Slide 17: Revision Timetable
	Slide 18: Making revision timetables effective
	Slide 19: GCSEPod
	Slide 20: Seneca
	Slide 21: Examinations and stress
	Slide 22: Recognising stress
	Slide 23: How to manage this
	Slide 24: ‘Study in’
	Slide 25: What’s happening in summer 2024?
	Slide 26: End of year arrangements
	Slide 27: Supporting Success  in Maths
	Slide 28: Revision in mathematics
	Slide 29: Course Information
	Slide 30: Changes to 2024?
	Slide 31
	Slide 32: Blue Book Work
	Slide 33: Feedback Sheets
	Slide 34: Worked Solution Videos
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45: Supporting Success  in English
	Slide 46: Exam Board: AQA
	Slide 47: Exam Board: AQA
	Slide 48
	Slide 49:  PLCS
	Slide 50: Top Tips
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54: The internet is useful!
	Slide 55: English on Wednesday
	Slide 56
	Slide 57: Supporting Success  in Science
	Slide 58: Science Content
	Slide 59: The Plan
	Slide 60: How to revise for the upcoming mocks
	Slide 61: PLCs – Personal Learning Checklists
	Slide 62: Additional information prior to the exams
	Slide 63: Tassomai
	Slide 64: Tassomai – why is it helpful? 
	Slide 65: CGP Revision Resources
	Slide 66: Required Practical Revision
	Slide 67: Required Practical Work
	Slide 68: Maths in Science
	Slide 69: Testing
	Slide 70: Science Revision
	Slide 71: Walking Talking Mocks
	Slide 72: Michael Jordan on resilience…….

